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Character Analysis
	Desiree’s Baby is a short story that highlights the social issues of racism, prejudice, and love. The setting of the story is in Louisiana that was characterized by racial segregation in the 19th century. In this regard, the Whites were high on the social hierarchy, while the people of color were the substandard race. Armand is the protagonist in the story, and he reinforces the theme of social dysfunction that emanates from a lack of core moral and ethical values. The paper provides a conceptual framework of character analysis of Armand to give insight into the social issues.  
	Armand is stunned by Desiree's beauty and falls in love with her even though he does not know her that much. In this regard, he is portrayed as a shallow man that uses his position of power to manipulate others.  He fell in with Desiree love at first sight and tries to win her over with expensive gifts such as beautiful clothes. His shallowness is portrayed when he decides to leave his affection after he realized that their baby was a person of color. The immediate rejection towards the baby shows that he was a racist man that did not tolerate ethnic diversity. His kindness towards Desiree diminished despite the knowledge that his mother, Madam Aubigny, had a Black heritage. However, behind his cruel image, he is a reasonable man that decided to accept a woman with an obscure background in a social organization where the wealthy did not mingle with slaves.
Moreover, he is a cruel and temperamental fellow that mistreats his servants. “Young Aubigny’s rule was a strict one, too, and under it his Negroes had forgotten to be gay” (Chopin, 177). In this regard, his brutality was not enough to scare his slaves from practicing homosexuality. Besides, he holds to the perceptions of a social status defined by power and the color on the skin. He is a racist fellow that does not suspect that he is the reason behind the black color of his child. He reiterates, “It means…that the child is not white: it means you are not white” (Chopin 180). His sentiments demonstrate that he willing to reject his based on racial sentiments. He believes in white supremacy and reiterates that the power of whiteness is suppressed when a person carries black blood. His position of power impacts adversely on the persons around him based on the decisions he makes. The possibility of having a black ancestry tears his very being to the ground because of his pride. Ultimately, he finds a letter addressed to his father to his mother, revealing that he is from a race that is cursed and associated with slavery. Chopin portrays a mixed race man that is trapped in his racial perceptions in a bid to criticize his hypocrisy. 
In addition, his pride challenges the way he feels about his racial roots under the pretext that a wealthy man like him cannot be a person of color. He thinks that he is on top of the world because of the vast wealth that made him a slave owner. He puts his pride before anything and that makes him an insensitive person. In conclusion, he has overly strong behavioral characteristics that make him an awkward person. His primary goal in life is to maintain a high social status at the expense of others, not excluding his lover and child.
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